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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Dear Members and Friends of the AMEDD Museum, 
Welcome to the Fall-Winter 2016 edition of your Monitor. This edition of the Monitor is dedicated 
to the memory of a decorated USAF veteran, civil servant, and loyal friend of the AMEDD 
Museum and the Foundation, Al Dominguez, CMSgt USAF (Ret.), who passed away on August 
11, 2016.  Al was a constant presence at the Museum as the Facilities Manager, but visitors, staff, 
and Foundation members remember him as much more.  He was the greeter, answer man, tour 
guide, storyteller, and Mr. Fixit.  It has been postulated that he may have been powered by some 
sort of tiny, indefatigable, dynamo.  One of the Museum's unsung heroes, his smiling face and 
indomitable spirit will long be remembered.  Our sincere sympathies, prayers, and appreciation 
continue to go out to Al's family.  

Our Capital Campaign to expand the Museum facilities and improve the visitor experience has 
begun.  We plan to add a large auditorium to increase access to the rich educational benefit of the 
Museum, focus visitor attention on the Combat Medic by revamping the museum entrance, and 
improve environmental protection for evacuation aircraft and vehicle exhibits - all part of our 
phased enhancement of the Museum experience.  The steadfast support and bounteous 
contributions of past and present members of the AMEDD family and friends established, and 
have consistently advanced, our Museum.  As in previous fundraising campaigns, a track record of 
internal AMEDD family contributions encourages corporate and philanthropic generosity.  
Campaign leaders have donated several thousands of dollars to jumpstart our newest effort.  The 
addition of your contribution will help to transform this dream into reality.      

This year we welcomed a new curator to the Museum Staff, Mr. Kurt Beckenhauer, and recently 
we welcomed a new Director, Mr. George Wunderlich, formerly the Executive Director of the 
National Museum of Civil War Medicine.  Both are outstanding professionals who are well 
respected in their field, and fantastic additions to the Museum staff.  We look forward to a long 
and productive association.   

Once again, on 28 October 2016, local volunteers assembled to create a living history exhibit, and 
the Museum Foundation was proud to sponsor breakfast for 60 candidates for the annual Army 
Best Medic Competition, their cadre, chain of command, and family members.  This competition 
offers the opportunity for Medics across the entire Army to display their outstanding skills and 
knowledge in military combat medicine.  These men and women are the present and future heroes 
of Army Medicine.  Read all about it on our new website: 
 http://www.ameddmuseumfoundation.org/    

Please stop by the Museum and remember your personal AMEDD heroes.  Follow one of our 
Combat Medic or AMEDD Officer Leadership tours and feel free to offer a comment or two about 
life in the AMEDD.  Our staff can provide educational materials to guide you if you like.  Medics 
tell us that your words invariably offer inspiration and provide a human context for their historical 
lessons.  Thank you to our volunteers and donors.  Your dedication and support make the AMEDD 
Museum the recognized success that it has become.  Thank you for being a part of the AMEDD 
family and for your continuing support of our Foundation and Museum.  
  
BG (Ret) Daniel F. Perugini 
Chairman of the Board 

http://www.ameddmuseumfoundation.org/
http://www.ameddmuseumfoundation.org/
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On August 11, 2016, we lost an American hero.  Al Dominguez was a highly decorated Air 
Force veteran; selfless civil servant; devoted husband, father, grandfather; and friend to 
many.  Alvaro J. Dominguez was born January 14, 1939, in Muzquiz, Coahuila, Mexico.  He 
spent his early childhood in Muzquiz until his father moved the family to Acuna, Mexico, 
just across the border from Del Rio, Texas.  Al’s father, a rancher who was born in Brewster 
County, Texas, valued a good education for his children, so he sent Al across the border to 
school in Del Rio for Junior High and High School.  There was a devastating flood of the 
Rio Grande in 1954 that demolished the Dominguez family home. Al’s dad moved the 
family to safety in Del Rio.  With this as background, we will transition to Al’s eulogy 
written by his daughter Brenda and son Al and spoken at his Rosary.  It describes Al 
Dominguez better than we ever could. 

“By my dad’s own account, God broke the mold when he was born.  He also always said, 
that the only one who “lo anguanta (put up with him), era su Madrecita (his mother).”  At an 
early age he knew the value of a work ethic by the example his father set; work hard, the 
importance of family and taking pride in everything you do.  Whether it was being a caddy 
at the Del Rio Golf Course, shining shoes or washing cars, he did what he could to help 
provide for this family.  As a teenager, tragedy struck the family with the sudden loss of their 
Father.  My Dad being the oldest sibling, 
without hesitation stepped up and supported 
his mother, sisters and brother.  In his early 
twenties he had his own gas station on the 
edge of town, on Avenue F, which provided a 
solid life for his family. 

Already a successful entrepreneur and well 
respected citizen of the Del Rio community; 
he decided to do something that would 
change the course of his life.  In December 
1961, at the age of 22, the five foot, four 
inch, 115 pounds (soaking wet) young man 
boarded a bus bound for Lackland AFB in 
San Antonio to start his Military Career.  In 
the Air Force he found his calling and knew 
if he worked hard and earned a college 

In Memorium  
Al Dominguez,CMSgt USAF (Ret.)
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degree while serving his nation, it would make him an even better airman to serve his 
beloved United States of America.  He was very proud to have served his country and the 
lessons he learned in the Air Force would serve him well his entire life. He distinguished 
himself amongst his peers and moved through the ranks very quickly giving 100% towards 
all assignments he was tasked with.  He volunteered for 2 tours to Vietnam and earned 
several medals, including a Bronze Star with One Oak Leaf Cluster. 

Then in 1973, he married Maria 
Carmen his beloved “encanto.”  
And for us, this would be the only 
person who could “aguntarlo.”  
Always the gentleman, who 
would open doors or make sure 
her car was clean and full of gas, 
he always took care of his 
“encanto.”  Close to 43 years they 
took care of each other. There was 
never a time our family wanted 
for anything.  Like his own father, 
he passed to us the value of 
working hard and the importance 
of education. He didn’t give us an 

allowance; we had to earn it after completing chores and keeping good grades.  Our 
childhood was filled with many vacation trips ranging from amusement parks to national 
monuments to the always-dreaded Texas summer trip because of the heat. 

Once retiring from the Air Force, he wasn’t quite yet done collecting a check from Uncle 
Sam.  He began his next career in Civil Service.  He was the Facilities Manager for the 
United States Army Medical Department Museum.  That meant he knew every square inch 
of the museum, the ins and outs, the comings and goings, and where every penny was spent.  
When asked, “what do you do at the museum?” he jokingly replied, “I’m the Chief of the 
Museum!”  

After fifty years of Federal Service, he decided to retire again.  After waking up at 6am for 
50 years, he would finally be able to sleep in…. to 7am! Retired life did not slow him down 
as he exercised daily, started and finished many home improvement projects and was ready 
to help others at all times. 
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He loved his wife, kids, 
grandkids, family, friends, 
The United States of 
America, a good grilled 
tilapia, the Republican 
Party, his music which 
ranged from classic 
country to regional 
Mexican ballads, and 
being organized, he knew 
where everything was and 
rarely misplaced things.  
Never short of jokes and 
always telling it like it 
was, he was always there 
to listen.  In our family he 
was the keeper of the 
secrets.  You knew if you 
ever told him something in 
confidence, it was locked 
in vault. He could make 
conversation in a room full 
of strangers.  He was a great storyteller, who would start by saying, “to make long story 
short…” but it was too late.  They were never short stories, just entertaining life lessons.  He 
didn’t offer his opinion unless asked. He was punctual, whether it was for an appointment or 
dinner; he was not late, ever. Our Father believed that if you were 5 minutes early anywhere, 
you are already 10 minutes late. 

Looking over the room, we know how much our Father was loved, admired and respected.  
He was proud of everything he had accomplished and the people he had helped.  He didn’t 
brag about it, never had to.  His former colleagues, family and friends weren’t short of 
stories about him and what he meant to them.  

He leaves a legacy behind and an example for all of us to follow.  If Al and I accomplish a 
quarter of what he did, we’ll consider ourselves lucky.  It’s said that LUCK is when 
preparation meets opportunity; he was always PREPARED and ready for the opportunity. 
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To his grandkids, Tres and Osiris, remember your Ito wanted you to work hard and reach for 
the stars.   

•Take pride in everything you do  

•Never forget the importance of family 

•Help others in any way you can 

•Save for a rainy day 

•Always be prepared 

•Keep doing your best so you can be an 
outstanding person” 

______________________________ 

Al Dominguez is one of those people 
whom God places on this earth for a 
special purpose.  There is no doubt Al 
accomplished his mission.  God bless 
Al Dominguez and his family and he 
would want us to say God bless 
America! 

CMSgt (Ret) Al Dominguez 

is inducted into The Order 

of Military Medical Merit 

by LTG Patricia Horoho, 

U.S. Army Surgeon General 

and Commander, U.S. 

Army Medical Command 



AMEDD MUSEUM WELCOMES NEW 
DIRECTOR GEORGE WUNDERLICH 

Foundation: Welcome to the AMEDD Museum!  We are delighted to learn of your 
appointment as the new Executive Director of the US Army Medical Department Museum.  
Please tell us a little about yourself. What sparked your passions in history? 
George: I’m originally from St. Louis. My parents were both history buffs and all of our 
vacations were history based.  Each year we headed out from St. Louis in a new direction 
to spend two weeks exploring history.  I remember one vacation that had the theme of 
War of 1812 and the northeastern whaling industry.  I think I was five when we took that 
one.  By the time I was 11 I was dressing as a mountain man and participating in black 
powder target competitions and by 13 was a member of a Civil War artillery battery doing 
live fire artillery competition. My father and I were regularly asked to give speeches for 
local organizations on our historical interests, and in 1993 I left the family business to 
become a speaker and historical interpreter.  This path would see me move to Maryland in 
1996, start work with the National Museum of Civil War Medicine in 2000 and eventually 
bring me here to San Antonio.  I have always loved artillery, but my best-known work is of 
the early 19th century banjo and Civil War era military medicine.  I got into the banjo 
because of my Civil War reenacting interest and have an international reputation in 
ethnomusicology for my work on banjo makers of the early to mid 19th century.  It’s every 
historian’s dream, to find a subject where new work can be done, and I was blessed to 
find two. 
Foundation: What strengths do you see at the Museum? 
George: This Museum has an unlimited growth potential.  Thanks to the leadership at the 
AMEDD Center for History and Heritage, and here at the AMEDD Museum Foundation, this 
institution has a strong staff, an incredible collection, a great building and support 
facilities and a clear mandate to grow.  Our current realignment to the Center and School 
is icing on the cake.  We have the potential to truly make a difference in the training and 
morale of our future AMEDD personnel.  This is an exciting time for the Museum! 
Foundation: Tell us about your vision for the Museum. 
George: My plan is partially mandated by the Center for Military History and the American 
Alliance of Museums.  While this is already a great Museum, it is not currently accredited 
by the Center for Military History.  To meet that goal, we will do a complete re-design of 
the Museum galleries, create a new story line, display more artifacts, and develop a 
broader recognition of AMEDD contributions and activities. Since the founding of the 
Department in 1775, AMEDD has been an incalculable benefit for both the Army and the 
people of the United States.  We need to tell the full story for the benefit of our trainees 
and for the public.  The innovations of this department have touched the life of every 
single citizen in this country living today, perhaps more so than even our  AMEDD folks 
think about.  We must be the change agent for change and the voice of AMEDD, and we’re 
tasked with this very important mission by Army regulation and by our mission statement.  
My plan is simply to make this Museum everything it should be so that the vital mission of 
our Museum is fulfilled perfectly, period. AMEDD and the American people deserve nothing 
less. 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PUSHES FORWARD 

The Army Medical Department Museum Foundation has embarked on a $5.4 M capital campaign 
for the modernization and enhancement of the Museum.  The Museum lacks an auditorium 
spacious enough to accommodate the 300 students per session who rotate through as part of the 
Army’s required healthcare educational curriculum.  We plan to build a 300-seat auditorium to 
satisfy that requirement.  The auditorium is a $1.97M part of the broader $5.4 campaign to 
renovate and modernize the Museum.  The modernization will also enhance the entrance, 
highlighting the Combat Medic Monument and improving the gift shop area. Additionally a new 
pergola to house and protect evacuation vehicle displays will be built and improvements will be 
made to develop and enhance the display of the Museum’s artifact collection. 

The Museum Foundation has earmarked $300K of its assets to kick-start the campaign.  Already, 
campaign leaders have donated several thousands of dollars.  Now we need your help.  A 
representative from each of the seven AMEDD Corps has volunteered to spearhead efforts for 
their respective Corps.  They have created a tailored message for their Corps Members.  Be 
looking for their communication.  Corps representatives are: Medical Corps, MG (Ret.) Phil 
Volpe; Dental Corps, MG (Ret.) Russ Czerw; Army Nurse Corps, MG (Ret.) Jimmie Keenan; 
Medical Service Corps, BG (Ret.) Rich Ursone; Veterinary, BG (Ret.) John Poppe, Army Medical 
Specialist Corps, COL (Ret.) Rebecca Hooper; Civilian Corps, SES (Ret.) Herb Coley.  
  
Our Foundation will turn to corporations, businesses, and philanthropic organizations for 
donations but our fundraising appropriately begins, as it always has, with the AMEDD Family.  
Since its groundbreaking in April 1988, the Museum facility has been completely funded by 
private donations from current and former Army Medicine members, corporate supporters and 
friends. The Department of Defense provides only a standard level of support focused on facility 
maintenance and will not cover the new construction initiatives.   Please join your colleagues in 
making the modernization a reality.  Send your check or contribute online at: http://
www.ameddmuseumfoundation.org/contribute.    

A Note from the AMEDD Museum Foundation President
While we certainly value our donors and supporters because without them there would be no AMEDD 
Museum or AMEDD Museum Foundation, we hope you will forgive us for not including a donor 
recognition section in this edition of Monitor.  The tribute to Al Dominguez took more space than we had 
anticipated, leaving no room for the donor recognition.  I'm sure you will agree with us that honoring Al's 
memory and the lasting contributions he made to the Museum and the Foundation is a worthy endeavor. 
Thanks to all who continue to steadfastly support the Foundation with your generous contributions.
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Have you considered putting the AMEDD Museum Foundation in your will? Estate bequests 
provide funds to enable the foundation to support the AMEDD Museum and continue to showcase 
the legacy of the Army Medical Department.   If you have the Foundation in your will, Thank You!!

http://www.ameddmuseumfoundation.org/contribute
http://www.ameddmuseumfoundation.org/contribute
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Support Our Troops! 

Let Them Know 

You Appreciate Them!
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SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78208                                                                                              
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Proud 
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The Foundation is pleased to announce the posting of its newly revamped 
webpage.  The new site offers a calendar of upcoming events, photo gallery of 
recent events, information about the Foundation and its goals, volunteer 
activities, and much more. Check it out at ameddmuseumfoundation.org.  We 
always welcome your feedback about the site.  Send comments and suggestions 
to our Marketing Chair, Dawn Smith, at amedd.foundation@att.net.

New Foundation Web Page

Editor: MAJ (Ret) Gary Kinslow                Proofreaders: Barbara Elia & Margie O’Connell

http://ameddmuseumfoundation.org/
mailto:amedd.foundation@att.net
http://ameddmuseumfoundation.org/
mailto:amedd.foundation@att.net

