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Welcome to the Summer 2021 edition of your Monitor.  We have survived the Great 
Covid-19 Pandemic Lockdown, and the Museum has once again re-opened to visitors.  Our 
gift proffer to build a Public Portal to the Museum is advancing steadily through the wickets 
of the United States Air Force acceptance process and remains our highest priority.  Take 
heart, we are inching ever closer to achieving our Foundation goal of telling the AMEDD 
story to children and visitors from around the world.     
Turn the page to read all about LTC Charles Chris Hagenmeister who earned the Medal of 
Honor for his gallantry, determination and bravery in action as a Combat Medic while a 
Specialist 5 during the Vietnam Conflict.   Better still, click ameddmuseumfoundation.org. to 
learn how to subscribe to the digital Monitor and e-NEWS for more stories about the 
AMEDD, or text JoineNews to 42828 to join our mailing list to receive the latest news from 
your AMEDD Museum Foundation.  And don’t forget to share the AMEDD Museum 
Foundation eNews with your Friends!
The Foundation is saddened to report that Lt. Gen. (Ret) Alcide LaNoue, the Army’s 38th 
Surgeon General passed away on the 20th of February.  He was commissioned as a Second 
lieutenant in October 1957 and became the Army Surgeon General in 1982.  He is 
remembered as a visionary leader and the father of the Regional Health Command structure.  
He introduced Telehealth decades ago, beginning by sending a satellite dish, computer and 
camera with a medical team deployed to Somalia in the 1990s.  He was a brilliant man with an 
incredible capacity for processing and storing information.  He led the Army Medical 
Department into the information age years ahead of other Army organizations; and he was 
determined to grow and nurture the very best AMEDD leaders to lead complex multi-
disciplinary teams regardless of their corps, gender, or professional affiliation.  He was a 
farsighted, inspired leader. 
We are thrilled to celebrate another icon - BG (Ret) Charles V. L. Elia, Chief Emeritus of the 
US Army Veterinary Corps and a prime mover behind the establishment of the AMEDD 
Museum and Foundation.  BG Elia entered the military as a Second Lieutenant in 1942 and 
served as the Chief of the US Army Veterinary Corps from 1972 to 1976.  He was a driving 
force in the formation of the Army Medical Department Museum Foundation, and served for 
many years as the Treasurer, shepherding the funds to construct our current AMEDD 
Museum Facility, which officially opened its doors at Fort Sam Houston in July 1989.  In 
celebration of 100 years of life in July, Happy Birthday and best wishes to you BG Elia! 
To all our volunteers, and to our donors, thank you for being a part of the AMEDD family 
and for your continuing support of our Foundation and Museum.   Our success would not be 
possible without your dedication and support.  Please stop by the Museum any weekday for 
now.  Take a moment to reflect on your life in the AMEDD and your place in the long 
maroon and white line, and share a little of yourself to inspire future Medics.  They need you.    
- - BG (Ret) Daniel F. Perugini - Chairman of the Board



Museum Insider
This month we feature Courtney Knapp, recently hired as the Foundation's Development Manager

Monitor: Tell us a little about yourself - where were you raised,where were 
you/what have you done before arriving at the museum? 
CK: As the daughter of a college sports coach, I grew up all over the 
country, but I call South Carolina home. After my husband and I got 
married, we were restationed from Fort Benning to Fort Belvoir, which 
allowed me the opportunity to attend graduate school at the Smithsonian 
Institution through a partnership with George Mason University. In 2016, 
I graduated with my MA in History of Decorative Arts. During my 
program, I interned and contracted work for the Smithsonian National 
Museum of American History; the Glasgow Museums in Glasgow, UK; 
the Victoria & Albert Museum in London, UK; and eventually was hired 
on full time for Historic Annapolis as Group Tour Coordinator. When we 
were restationed in Germany, I volunteered and worked for the American 
Red Cross as the Senior Regional Program Specialist managing their 
public programs and volunteers.
Monitor: How did you find the museum?
CK: My husband's team at the Medical Center of Excellence was familiar 
with the AMEDD Museum, and they recommended I reach out to ask 
about volunteer and work opportunities. George Wunderlich, the 
museum's director, immediately called me after my initial email, and I 

started volunteering in October 2020. In January 2020, I began a fellowship program through Hiring Our Heroes and 
was able to support the museum exhibit upgrades and provide assistance through my background in museum work. 
George then recommended me to the AMEDD Museum Foundation as a potential candidate for the Development 
Manager position based on my background, and I was hired in April. I think what surprised me the most about the 
AMEDD Museum was the collections 
Monitor: What aspect of your work are you most excited about? 
CK: I am most excited to find ways for the Foundation to become a dynamic community institution as we readjust and 
reopen from Covid closures. Preparing to support the Warrior Games in 2022 and finding other avenues to generate 
awareness and support for the Foundation's efforts to build a public entrance is another exciting opportunity to expand 
my experience and utilize my passion for nonprofit work. 

Monitor: What is your favorite exhibit? 
CK: I personally enjoy the WWII Battle of the 
Bulge immersive with the jeep driving 
through snow-covered fields to provide 
medical aid to injured soldiers. The scene 
showcases the challenges medics had to 
overcome in order to save lives, often driving 
through dangerous areas littered with mines 
and unexploded ordnance. They put their 
lives on the line so that others might live. My 
paternal grandfather served in WWII, and we 
have many medics to thank for returning him 
home alive after rescuing him from multiple 
plane crashes during his service in the Pacific 
theater. 
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Access and Modernization for the Museum” as part of the ongoing Capital Campaign effort. Watch fo 
more news on these plans as they become available after review and approval by the Foundation’s 
Governing Board.
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Last Push for Renovation
The Foundation board is optimistic that we will receive good news before the end of the calendar year about our gift 
proffer to the Air Force. If that occurs as we expect, then we are “all go” for construction. All that will be lacking at that 
point is the final funding. Because many donor-investors have seen large capital gains this year and have extra funds as 
well potentially needing tax write-offs, I want to point out two strategies you might wish to further explore with your 
accountant or investment manager: Donor Advised Funds and Qualified Charitable Distributions. 
Briefly, a Donor Advised Fund may potentially provide you with charitable giving deduction tax benefits while also 
eliminating capital gains tax. Appreciated non-cash assets are transferred to a 501(c)(3) ‘fund manager’ to establish 
your charitable account. The fund manager invests the account assets for potential tax-free growth. You can then give 
to any IRS-approved public charity in following years when convenient to meet your charitable goals. In this way, you 
avoid capital gains tax on the sale of assets that have been held for more than one year. This might increase the amount 
available for charity by up to 20% compared to selling the assets and donating the proceeds, while at the same time 
realize same-year tax benefits if you itemize deductions.
A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a direct transfer of funds from your IRA custodian, payable to a 
qualified charity. QCDs can be counted toward satisfying your required minimum distributions (which means you 
must be 70½ or older) for the year, as long as certain rules are met. A QCD excludes the amount donated from taxable 
income, which is unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA. Keeping your taxable income lower may reduce the impact 
to certain tax credits and deductions, including Social Security and Medicare. Also, QCDs don't require that you 
itemize, which due to the recent tax law changes, means you may decide to take advantage of the higher standard 
deduction, but still use a QCD for charitable giving.
I am not a financial advisor, and certainly you need to seek the advice of your accountant or investment manager to 
see what fits your particular situation. But these are strategies I frequently hear about from our donors that I wanted to 
share with you, and hope you find interesting. - - Steve Markelz, VP for Development
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Incredible Changes in Exhibits Await Visitors
Today I watched a crane remove our old main air 
conditioning chiller and drop a new 80 ton unit in its place.  
As this was going on I realized that it has been a year since 
COVID first started to impact life here at the Museum.  
2020 saw us shut down for most of the year, but that did not 
stop us from making improvements and working on old 
maintenance issues.  The Air force has stepped up to make 
major progress on the building and grounds and museum 
staff and volunteers have made progress both inside and out.  
Since most of you have not seen the museum in some time I 
just want to give a taste of what has been going on:
Outside, all of the exterior security and landscaping lights 
have been repaired or replaced. The lights in both outdoor 
pergolas have been changed over to new LED lights and the
concrete pathways have been power-washed. The train pergola railings and ramp have been repainted; all of the trees have 
been trimmed and diseased trees removed; and the bronze statues and plaques have all been cleaned and preserved with a 
special wax treatment to keep them bronze looking, not green. All exterior building lights in the front walk way and on 
the corps emblems outside have been upgraded to LED by our staff. The amphitheater has been power washed and the 
exterior latrines have been repainted. 
Inside, we have all new exit lights and emergency lighting. New introduction panels are being installed. The WWI gallery 
has been redone with new photos, new panels and upgrades to the Model T ambulance. The WC 54 ambulance has been 
installed in the Korea Gallery and uniforms in three cases have been changed out with different uniforms and different 
stories. The Warrior Medic Memorial miniature has a new case and has been installed across the hall from the Medal of 
Honor Wall. The Activities Room has been given a makeover with new lighting and a regimental spirit case. The 
Auditorium has been redecorated. The Modern Gallery is currently being completely redesigned and all of the temporary 
walls have been moved to accommodate the new design. 
When COVID ends, we need to celebrate all that we have accomplished.  This is a team effort, and without all of you, 
none of this would be possible. - - George Wunderlich, Museum Director



AMEDD Medal of Honor Recipient 
LTC (Ret) Charles Chris Hagemeister (August 21, 1946 – May 19, 2021) 
recently passed away. A native of Nebraska, he earned the Medal of 
Honor during Vietnam as a medic. Dramatic events would occur quickly 
as Hagemeister was drafted into the Army while taking a semester off 
from the University of Nebraska. He entered the Army in May of 1966. 
He completed basic training at Fort Polk and then attended AIT at Fort 
Sam Houston to become a medic. He was then assigned to A Company of 
the 1st Battalion, 5th CAV Regiment, 1st CAV Division in Vietnam. 
His unit spent much of its time in the field as a ready reaction force. On 
March 20, 1967 his company moved into an area of Dong Song in the 
Binh Dinh Province. The battalion had lost many personnel from a recent 
ambush and quickly moved in more troops to contain enemy forces. 
However, it was later discovered that the ambushing force was a very 
well-prepared North Vietnamese Army (NVA) battalion-sized element. 
Hagemeister’s company advanced through the area with its platoons in a 
line formation. Lead Soldiers saw enemy troops and emplacements and 
warned of the impending ambush just as it commenced.

The first volleys of the ambush pinned down the unit, and Hagemeister’s platoon leader, platoon sergeant, the platoon 
Radio Telephone Operator (RTO), and one of the machine gunners were all casualties. Hagemeister estimated that there 
were another 8-10 wounded Soldiers in his platoon as well. As he moved to the wounded, enemy snipers continued the 
attack, and Hagemeister utilized his platoon leader’s rifle to eliminate a few of them. Please read Charles Hagemeister’s 
Medal of Honor citation for a brief summary of his actions during the ambush:
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. While 
conducting combat operations against a hostile force, Sp5c. Hagemeister's platoon suddenly came under heavy attack from 
3 sides by an enemy force occupying well concealed, fortified positions and supported by machine guns and mortars. Seeing 
2 of his comrades seriously wounded in the initial action, Sp5c. Hagemeister unhesitatingly and with total disregard for his 
safety, raced through the deadly hail of enemy fire to provide them medical aid. Upon learning that the platoon leader and 
several other soldiers also had been wounded, Sp5c. Hagemeister continued to brave the withering enemy fire and crawled 
forward to render lifesaving treatment and to offer words of encouragement. Attempting to evacuate the seriously wounded 
soldiers, Sp5c. Hagemeister was taken under fire at close range by an enemy sniper. Realizing that the lives of his fellow 
soldiers depended on his actions, Sp5c. Hagemeister seized a rifle from a fallen comrade, killed the sniper, 3 other enemy 
soldiers who were attempting to encircle his position and silenced an enemy machine gun that covered the area with deadly 
fire. Unable to remove the wounded to a less exposed location and aware of the enemy's efforts to isolate his unit, he dashed 
through the fusillade of fire to secure help from a nearby platoon. Returning with help, he placed men in positions to cover 
his advance as he moved to evacuate the wounded forward of his location. These efforts successfully completed, he then 
moved to the other flank and evacuated additional wounded men despite the fact that his every move drew fire from the 
enemy. Sp5c. Hagemeister's repeated heroic and selfless actions at the risk of his life saved the lives of many of his comrades 
and inspired their actions in repelling the enemy assault. Sp5c. Hagemeister's indomitable courage was in the highest 
traditions of the U.S. Armed Forces and reflect great credit upon himself.
The unit repaired, received replacements, and continued operations. Hagemeister was recognized for his leadership and 
courage under fire. On May 14, 1968 SP5 Hagemeister was awarded the Medal of Honor by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
in a White House ceremony (above, photo credit unknown). 
It is said (unconfirmed) that when bestowing the medal, President Johnson asked how long Hagemeister would remain in 
the Army. Hagemeister supposedly replied a few hours as his drafted enlistment would soon be over. President Johnson 
reportedly turned to one of his Army senior leaders and said “change his mind”. Whatever the circumstances, Charles 
Hagemeister did stay in the Army, receiving a commission as an armor officer. He retired from active duty as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1990. He was an active member and leader in the Congressional Medal of Honor Society and made frequent 
trips to visit and speak to military members world-wide. 
In a 1970 newspaper interview 2LT Charles Hagemeister stated, “The medal is harder to wear than to earn…If he obtains it, 
people expect more from him. They unconsciously set up standards which he must meet.” Undoubtedly early-on he felt the 
weight of his responsibility, but through his many appearances and engagement with others he continued his service to the 
nation. - - Mr Andy Watson, AMEDD Regimental Historian
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LTG (Ret) Alcide "Cid" M. LaNoue  
November 2, 1934 – February 20, 2021

(from Dignity Memorial and Ms Stephanie Abdullah)

Notable Historical Leaders of 
the AMEDD 

Lieutenant General Alcide Moodie LaNoue was a modern pioneer and 
visionary giant in the field of military medicine, serving his country 
with distinction over 38 yrs. He was born in Tonawanda, NY, graduated 
Cum Laud, Harvard University in chemistry in 1956, and earned his 
MD from Yale University School of Medicine in 1960. General 
LaNoue’s additional training included an orthopedic residency at 
Brooke General Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, TX, and general surgery 
training at U.S. Army Hospital, Ft. Campbell, KY. Dr. LaNoue 
completed assignments with the 44th Medical Brigade in Viet Nam, 
served as the Assistant Chief, Orthopedic and Amputee Service, Valley 
Forge General Hospital and Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 
Washington, D.C. Other assignments included Command of the 
Eisenhower Army Medical Center in Augusta, GA, Commandant of the 
US Army Academy of Health Sciences, Deputy Surgeon General, and 
Commanding General of the US Army Health Services Command, 
culminating his career as the 38th Surgeon General of the US Army. 

LaNoue started an office that focused on using computer technology for teaching. During that time he also decided 
that everyone needed email and that the commanding general should have a computer. In an oral history interview, 
he said people didn’t even know what email was at the time.
“And so I started sending people emails, a lot of emails,” said La Noue. “And they’d have to respond in email. Email 
worked. People started to get excited about it,” he said.
Speaking about the various growing technologies and how they could serve the Army, LaNoue said “I had to appear 
to be somewhat irrational, and vicious and parochial in terms of the Army. I figured all of these are legitimate tools. 
I had to be as violent and vicious as I dared to be and not lose my effectiveness because then one of the other battles 
wouldn’t work,” he said.
Former staffer Retired Col. Herb Coley who had a close relationship LaNoue, remembers him as “L3”. "L3 is the 
most visionary Surgeon General I've known. He was a brilliant man with an incredible capacity for processing and 
storing information. He led the Army Medical Department (AMEDD) into the information age years ahead of other 
Army organizations. His goal was to have a computer on everyone's desk and a network that could pass information 
across Army Medicine around the world. He wanted to reduce travel, speed information flow, and reach out to 
more people. So video teleconferencing was introduced to the AMEDD. Video teleconferencing morphed into 
telemedicine. The information technology advancements we take for granted [today] were mostly the products of 
L3's vision,” said Coley, who was the Manpower Division Chief when LaNoue was the surgeon general
Coley added, “L3 did more to provide opportunity for Army Medicine leaders than any surgeon general before him. 
He believed that any AMEDD officer regardless of corps should be provided the opportunity for advancement to 
general officer if he or she was appropriately developed. Leader development to him was a combination of the right 
assignments with increasing levels of responsibility, diversity, and complexity; and the right education and training. 
Until L3 was Surgeon General, over two thirds of AMEDD general officers were Medical Corps,” said Coley.
“Most of what’s credited to me really wasn’t my work,” said LaNoue in his oral history interview in 2000. “It was my 
integration, I guess. I got the right people ending up doing the right job. That was my participation. I didn’t invent 
[anything]. I had the knack to recognize good things. I could see the dragons running around. I could see the good 
things and the good people with the smart ideas. [The idea is to] Get the idiots immobilized and encourage the 
champions and enhance them and empower them and then sit back and watch them do good things,” said LaNoue.

LTG Alcide M. LaNoue 
38th Army Surgeon General
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SUPPORTERS
(Under $1000)
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LTC Tom E. Catanzaro
COL (Ret) Brenda J. Forman
LTC (Ret) Lessie A. Griffith

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS
The following individuals donated to the AMEDD Museum Foundation Capital Campaign 

during January to June 2021

THE  GRAND  CLUB
At a dinner on 14 November 2017, LTG (Ret) Quinn Becker suggested the idea of a “Grand Club” to recognize all those 
who donated $1000 or more to the Foundation’s Capital Campaign, and immediately inaugurated the Club with his own 
gift of $1000.  We honor him and his recommendation by listing our Grand Club Members. The individuals below donated 
to the AMEDD Museum Foundation Capital Campaign. 

COL (Ret) Fae M. Adams 
Association of Army Dentistry
COL (Ret) Claudia C. Bartz

LTC (Ret) Richard C. Ritter
COL (Ret) Herbert E. Segal 
LTC (Ret) Jack L. Selby

COL (Ret) & Mrs. Stephen Henley
LTC (Ret) Timothy L. Kauffman
COL Craig & Tamara Patterson 

MG (Ret) Joseph Caravelho, Jr. 
COL (Ret) George F. Fischer

COL (Ret) Timothy Jackman
MG (Ret) Stephen L. Jones
COL (Ret) James Kirkpatrick

CSM (Ret) & Mrs. Willie C. Noles 
MG (Ret) David Rubenstein 
COL (Ret) Betsy Vane
LTC (Ret) Karin Zucker  

Donations Made In memory of 

CSM (Ret) James Hardin

January - June 2021

Donations Made In memory of 

COL (Ret) Edward Taylor

January - June 2021

BG (Ret) Charles VL & Barbara Elia
Ms. Billie M. Howlett
COL (Ret) & Mrs. Thomas C. Jackson 
Ms. Aurelia V. Korte
The SOLO Pilots Association
The Stone Oak Aesthetic Dentistry       

Donations Made In memory of 

BG (Ret) William Putty

January - June 2021

Association of the United States Army, Alamo Chapter 
Mr. James D. Benner, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Graham 
Mr. Richard M. Kleberg III 
CSM (Ret) & Mrs. Willie C. Noles 
MG (Ret) David Rubenstein 
Ms. Lynn O. Slagle  

CSM (Ret) Gerald C. Ecker 
BG (Ret) Charles VL & Barbara Elia 
COL (Ret) Beverly and 

Mr. R.W. Greenlee-Davis 
COL (Ret) Timothy Jackman 
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the following individuals donated to 
the AMEDD museum foundation 

COL (Ret) & Mrs. Robert F. Bories, Jr. 
LTC (Ret) Dennis A. Brekhus
Mr. Henry Bremer
1SG Cinnamon Chambers
COL (Ret) Hunter R. Clouse
COL (Ret) William D. Clyde
Ms. Judy Correa
Ms. Janet L. Crawford
COL (Ret) Michael Deeken
The Deputy Commandant's Office 
Administration Team
COL (Ret) John E. Dulski

CSM (Ret) Gerald C. Ecker
CSM (Ret) Althea Green Dixon 
MAJ Efrain Jimenez
CSM Fergus J. Joseph
COLs (Ret) Tim & Joan Ruttle King 
COL (Ret) Angel Lugo & 
LTC (Ret) Patsy J. Jones-Lugo
COL (Ret) Nickey McCasland 
LTC (Ret) Robert B. Moeller, Jr. 
COL (Ret) Donald F. Nelson 
Public Health Command Pacific

Mr. Theophilus Purdie
LTC (Ret) Jack L. Selby
Ms. Janet Sthele
COL (Ret) Mary A. Swenson
Team Four Crazyhorse
Ms. Deborah Timler
CSM (Ret) Sandra K. Townsend
The U.S. Army MEDCoE
COL Elba Villacorta
SGM (Ret) David R. Windsor
COL (Ret) William B. Woods
LTC Young Yauger

Donations Made In Memory    of
January to June 2021

Association of Army Dentistry 
- IMO MG H. Thomas Chandler

BG (Ret) Charles VL & Barbara Elia
- IMO Ms. Jacqueline Benson
- IMO LTG (Ret) Alcide M. LaNoue

COL (Ret) George F. Fischer 
- IMO Doris M. Fischer
- IMO COL (Ret) Mylo M. Hagberg
- IMO Lucille Hagberg

COL Daniel E. Furtado 
- IMO COL Jay Lafleur

COL (Ret) & Mrs. Richard V.N. Ginn 
- IMO SGM (Ret) Jerome Hall

COL (Ret) Elena W. Guinn 
- IMO COL (Ret) Robert D. Bruns
MG (Ret) Henry M. Hagwood, Jr.
- IMO Ms. Suzanne W. Hagwood
COL (Ret) Timothy Jackman
- IMO LTG (Ret) Alcide M. LaNoue
CSM (Ret) & Mrs. Willie C. Noles
- IMO MG (Ret) Floyd W. Baker
MG (Ret) David Rubenstein 

- IMO LTG (Ret) Alcide LaNoue
Ms. Leslie Williams 
- IMO COL Gould

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
(Over $1000)

January to June 2021

COL (Ret) George F. Fischer
COL (Ret) & Mrs. Frank W. Kiel

COL (Ret) Robert C. Leeds
BG (Ret) & Mrs. Shepard B. Stone

SUPPORTERS
(Under $1000)

January to June 2021

FOUNDERS
($25,000-$99,000)

COL (Ret) & Mrs. Frank W. Kiel



Support Our Troops! 
Let Them Know 

You Appreciate Them!

ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 
MUSEUM FOUNDATION, INC.     
P.O. BOX 8294       
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78208     
(210) 226-0265

NON-PROFIT ORG.      
U.S. Postage PAID

San Antonio, TEXAS 
PERMIT NO. 759

 Editor: COL (Ret) Peggy Carter
Proofreaders: Ms. Barbara Elia & Ms. Margie O'Connell

Or Current Resident

mailto:ameddgiftshop@gmail.com
mailto:ameddgiftshop@gmail.com

	Blank Page
	Summer 2020 Monitor.pdf
	Blank Page

	Summer 2019-Monitor.pdf
	Blank Page

	Winter-2018-Monitor.pdf
	Blank Page




